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THE DOE AND THE TURTLE

After The Late Show, I read until I was dull.

I turned off the overhead and stood up. Bound for
upstairs, I happened to look out and saw the doe.
Vaguely, she wandered up the lane, nosing the ground,
moving from side to side, testing the shoulder grass.
This was her hour. I hadn't seen a deer so close
for years. Darkly, I eased toward the best window.
What did I do? Right away, she flashed out of sight.

Early, its carapace bedewed, the land turtle

was eating melon when earth tremors scurried it
into the thorns, where it closed itself up, safe now
from haters and lovers of ties, wigs, and beards,
from mockers of reclusive or friendly turtles,
from doubters of it, sponging themselves with its ills.



